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Important principles:

Whole chain approach

Not only rely on end product testing
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EC Regulatory Framework

Regulation 178/2002

General Food Law

Procedures

EFSA

Regulation 852/2004

Hygiene: General

Controls: General

Regulation 882/2004

Regulation 853/2004

Hygiene: products

of animal origin

Controls: products

of animal origin

Regulation 854/2004

IMPORT

CONDITIONS



High level of protection of consumers

Fair practices in food trade taking account of, where
appropriate, the protection of animal health and
welfare, plant health and the environment

Free movement of food in the Community

Risk analysis

International standards taken into consideration,
except if ineffective or inappropriate for fulfilment of
objectives of food law and with a scientific justification

Responsibility of food operators/producers

Traceability

General Food Law
(Regulation 178/2002)

General Principles of 
the Food Law 
(Art. 5 2002/178)



Exclusively for Competent Authorities

Multi-annual control plans

Inspections must be carried out according to documented 
procedures

Inspections must be planned/implemented according to risk

Sets requirements for the delegation of specific tasks

Sets requirements for sampling procedures, designation of official 
laboratories and import controls

Training for food inspectors 

Regulation 882/2004 on official controls 
performed to ensure the verification of 
compliance with feed and food law, animal 
health and animal welfare rules



Regulation 852/2004 
«on the hygiene of foodstuffs »

Hygiene objectives and requirements for all food business 
operators and food establishments

Makes the use of procedures based on HACCP principles
mandatory (except for primary production) 

Encourages the use of guides of good practices written 
by operators and validated by the Competent Authority

Registration (or approval) of all food business



Supplements Regulation 852/2004 for products of
animal origin

Annex 1: Definitions

Annex 2: identification marking, HACCP procedures for
establishments and food chain information

Annexe 3 : specific requirements – by section – to
different categories of products of animal origin

• Section 7 : Live Bivalve Molluscs, etc

• Section 8 : Fishery products

Regulation 853/2004 « laying down specific 
hygiene rules for food of animal origin »



Regulation 854/2004 « laying down specific rules for 
the organisation of official controls on products of 
animal origin intended for human consumption »

Exclusively for Competent Authorities

Supplement Reg. 882/2004
and control of establishments submitted to Reg 853/2004 

Requirements for the listing of Third Countries 

Requirements for the approval (listing) of establishments

Annexes for specific controls

Annex II for specific controls for Live Bivalve Molluscs

Annex III for specific controls Fishery products



Food and feed imported 
to the Community… 
shall comply with the 
relevant requirements 
of food law or conditions 
recognised by the 
Community to be at 
least equivalent… with 
requirements contained 
therein.

Regulation 178/2002/EC
(Food Law ) Art. 11

Import From Third Countries



Top countries 
exporting seafood to the EC

1. Norway 

2. China

3. Iceland

4. USA

5. Morocco



The most significant imported fish and fishery products in value terms



Trade 1988-2007 EU with extra-EU fish and fishery products



Export from third countries to the EC

Formal recognition of a country’s CA 
(Competent Authority) by EC

Controls and Inspection by CA

Authorisation (CA) and listing (CA)(EC) 
of establishments

A single certificate with public health and 
animal health attestations (CA)

Border control (EC)
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In exporting country

Exporting country’s legislative basis 

Presence of a competent inspection 
service

Able to take actions, Trustworthiness, 
Reliability, Credibility (e.g. no conflicts 
of interest)

Monitoring and control programs

A laboratory network



Import From Third Countries

specific requirements (e.g. 
control plan)

control missions

(FVO)

Specific 
listing

Import 
control of 
products 

(BIP)

import

country 

listing

general import & control legislation
+

product specific legislation

general listing

Directive 97/78/EC imposes a veterinary control of food and
feed products coming from third countries.



Decision No 4
List of establishments 

Decision No 2:
Specific requirements

Decision No 3:
Health certificates

Request from 
the third 
Country

Technical 
Documentation

Decision No 1:
Addition to the list of third 
countries Standing Committee on 

the Food Chain and 
Animal health

Adoption by college of 
Commissioners

Import From Third Countries

Official 

Journal 

LISTING



Import From Third Countries
Import Control: reinforced measures

 Test on each arrival/lot
 Additional costs supported by importers

Listing of 
• countries
• establishments

Results 
significantly 
not conform
and/or
negative 
report from 
FVO

De-listing

Results significantly not 
conform

Legislation and controls guarantee that 
exported products comply with EU legislation 
and consequently that their safety is not 
compromised

Safeguard
clause



http://ec.europa.eu/food/international/trade/im_cond_fish_en.pdf





From “Strengthening Fish 
Health Conditions in 
ACP/OCT countries”:

Manual/Handbook for 
the Execution of 
Sanitary Inspection of 
Fish as Raw Material 
and Fish-Products as 
Food for Human 
Consumption

http://www.sfp-acp.eu/EN/B15-Handbook.htm
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http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/biosafety/hygienelegislation/dvd/index.html
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